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 Since March 2020, the COVID-19 pandemic has led to significant 
business closures, job losses and decrease in students 
enrollment. The impacts have reshaped the local socio-economic 
outlook of the region. 

Context

 In the past year, the Office of 
Institutional Research and 
Planning (OIRP) has presented two 
updates on the environmental 
scan pre and during COVID-19. 

 This update gathers analysis of our 
region after a year of the 
pandemic. 
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Regional Economic Impact
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San Diego Historical Economic Composition

Source: SANDAG, September 2019 Type of Industries: Blue: Driving, Green: Supporting, Red: Traditional

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Right before WW2, San Diego was known as a sleepy military town where 1 out of every 5 people who worked, were in the military.  Retail Trade, manufacturing, Finance, Insurance made up nearly 70% of the economy with the remain 10% dedicated to supporting services.

The advent of WW2, followed by the Korean conflict, and then the Vietman war, had a profound effect on the local economy and on the composition of the San Diego Economy.  After peaking at around 45% of employment in the early 1950’s, military employment as a percent of total employment started to fall.  By the 1960’s about 1 in 3 San Diegans were employed y the military, Support services increased as a percent of total employments and trade, fin and insurance lost share.  Construction and manufacturing increased as San Diego responded to the housing needs of a growing population.

By the 1980’s  san diego started to mature, The population had increased to 2 million,  more jobs were created as a share in supporting industries, and the end of the Cold War resulting in BRAC, hit san diego hard.  Military employment dropped to only 17%, but gains in tourism started to take hold.  Accounting for only 4% of employment in the 60’s tourism now accounted for 8% of total employment.

By the 2010’s our economy is rocked by the deepest recession since the great depression, manufacturing jobs that were a main stay of middle income jobs  has fallen to 3% of total employment, and military employment, which was always the largest sector of the economy since before WW2, had decreased to an 8% share, where 3 out of 10 used to be in the military, now only 1 in 12 do.  Significant growth as a share of total employment occurred in Innovation, Tourism, Health Care and Educational Services

Over the past 20 years, cellphone technology and global communications has changed the way we live in astounding ways.  Much of that technology was developed by Qualcomm, a San Diego based company.
Today, Gene sequencing which 10 years ago cost $10,000,000 to do can now be done for under $1,000 dollars.  Bio-tech is the next revolution that will propel the global economy for the next 50 yrs, and it all starts here.   The potential to change our lives is astounding.  Illumina has a goal to test every baby when its born, and be able to correct any genetic defects on the spot.
Tomorrow, as digital security becomes a growing concern, companies are expected to spend $655 billion on Cybersecurity through 2020.  San Diego based companies leading the cyber security efforts like iBOSS, as well as Northrup Grumman and SPAWAR are already making an impact in this next generation of technology needs.
High Tech Military Companies in San Diego like GD and GA are designing and building the next generation of stealth warships, and laser weapons.  The predator drones used extensively to fight the war on terror were designed and built here.
And when President Obama and his staff watched the capture of Osama Bin Laden live in their situation room, it was made possible by technology developed in San Diego by ViaSat
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San Diego Economic Composition 2020

Source: SANDAG, March 2021



Job loss by Economic Sector

Visitor 
spending in 

the San Diego 
region fell 

from $11.6 
billion in 2019

to $5.2 
billion in 2020
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Source: SANDAG, March 2021

Visitor 
industry lost 
20 years of 
economic 

gain in 2020 
and expects a

five-year 
recovery 
horizon



Effect on Employment
The pandemic has disproportionately 

impacted low-wage workers.
As of December 2020, there were 25% 
fewer people employed in the lowest 

income category. 
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Prior to the Pandemic, the Unemployment Index (UI) in San Diego 
was 3.1% with just over 50k unemployed workers. After peaking at 

25% in mid-May with more than 400k out of a job, the UI is about 8%
National: 8.5%, CA: 9.2%   
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Unemployment in CA

Source: EDD, January 2021



Loss of Employment by Race/Ethnicity
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64% Of Hispanic/Latinx individuals and 61%
of those who identified as Black reported 
that they or someone in their household 

had been negatively impacted economically 
as a result of the pandemic

Source: SANDAG, March 2021



Enrollment 
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Enrollment changes from previous year
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The gap in enrollment is 
higher for  Black (-13%) , 

Hispanic (-11%) and 
Native American (-13%) 
students  (not shown) 

Source: National Student Clearinghouse, March 2021



Headcount changes
Statewide there has been a decrease in the  headcount of students enrolled at 
community colleges. Statewide headcount decreased 17% (264,132) from Fall 2019 to 
Fall 2020.  Some colleges in the region have seen decreases close to the 30%.  Shown 
below are the colleges in San Diego-Imperial County area. 
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Basic Needs



15

Basic Needs HOPE Survey 

Source: HOPE Center, March 2021

Over 195,000 students from 130 two-year 
colleges and 72 four-year colleges and 

universities responded to the 2020 
#RealCollege Survey.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Since 2015 the survey has been fielded at 530 colleges and universities and has been taken by more than half million students (550,000) 




Basic Needs
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Last Fall, the #Real College Survey by the HOPE Center had 10,596 
respondents districtwide among SDCCD students. This is a 102% increase 
from the Fall 2019 survey.

6,200

1,900

4,500

48%

14%

39%

Nationwide Approx. VolumeSDCCD Districtwide

Source: HOPE Center, March 2021

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students’ basic needs include access to nutritious and sufficient food; safe, secure, and adequate housing—to sleep, to study, to cook, and to shower; healthcare to promote sustained mental and physical well-being; affordable technology and transportation; resources for personal hygiene; and childcare and related needs.15 


RealCollege Survey measured three primary types of basic needs insecurity: 

Food insecurity is the limited or uncertain availability of nutritionally adequate and safe food, or the ability to acquire such food in a socially acceptable manner.16 The most extreme form is often accompanied by physiological sensations of hunger. The 2020 #RealCollege Survey assessed food security using the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) 18-item set of questions.17 

Housing insecurity encompasses a broad set of challenges that prevent someone from having a safe, affordable, and consistent place to live.18 The 2020 #RealCollege Survey measured housing insecurity using a nine-item set of questions developed by our team at The Hope Center. It looks at factors such as the ability to pay rent and the need to move frequently. 

Homelessness means that a person does not have a fixed, regular, and adequate place to live. In alignment with the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, students are considered homeless if they identified as experiencing homelessness or signs of homelessness (for instance, living in a shelter, temporarily with a relative, or in a space not meant for human habitation).19 We use this inclusive definition of homelessness because students who are experiencing homelessness and signs of homelessness face comparable challenges.20 



17

Basic Needs
Nationwide SDCCD Districtwide
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Source: HOPE Center, March 2021
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Basic Needs

Sources: SANDAG and HOPE Center, March 2021

55%

SDCCD DistrictwideNationwide
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Looking Ahead
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U.S. Personal savings rate 
While consumption has been partly limited by the business shutdowns (fewer opportunities 
to spend due to access restrictions), several other factors have contributed to the increase in 
the savings rate including the time it took to be able to spend stimulus money and 
precautionary saving behaviors due to concerns about future economic disruption and 
income losses. 

Source: SANDAG, March 2021

Personal savings (disposable income – expenses) as 
a percentage of disposable personal income (DPI)



Pandemic Resilient Jobs 
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1. Automotive Service Technicians and 
Mechanics

2. Financial Analysts
3. Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technicians
4. Nursing Assistants
5. Preschool Teachers
6. Real Estate Agents
7. Sales Representatives, Wholesale and 

Manufacturing, Technical and Scientific 
Products

8. Teacher and Instructors 

The San Diego-Imperial Center of Excellence for Labor Market Research (COE) analyzed jobs 
that appeared resilient during the pandemic. These are the with the most online job 
postings during the pandemic. New data (July through December 2020) revealed 8 
pandemic-resilient jobs that did not appear between March and June 2020: 

Sources: Center of Excellence, March 2021



1. Business sectors that fared well during the pandemic should continue to 
grow at a steady pace. These include innovation, manufacturing, 
construction, finance, insurance, and military. 

2. Sectors that were hardest hit, such as tourism, retail, and education, 
should quickly return to normal as the economy reopens. Full recovery can 
take years. 

3. Savings expending will support the economic recovery. This will lead to part 
time jobs and skill based knowledge learning. 

4. The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 $1.9 trillion bill, along with other 
Federal support, will continue to bolster the economy in 2021.
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Looking Ahead
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Hierarchy of Needs
Colleges must prepare to support the aftermath of COVID-19 as students and 
their support systems face challenges that lay along all hierarchy of needs. 
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Natalia Córdoba-Velásquez Alarcón; 
Director of Institutional Research and Planning 

nalarcon@sdccd.edu

Questions to: 

SDCCD Office of Institutional Research and Planning

mailto:nalarcon@sdccd.edu
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